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History of Corbett Street, San Francisco 
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Based on the following information, Corbett Street (later Road and Avenue) in San Francisco was named after William 
J.P. Corbett, an Irish immigrant from County Cork, Ireland, who was born circa 1808. Prior to moving to California 
William immigrated to New York. There he married a Swiss woman by the name of Henrietta (aka Harriet). While living 
in New York they had a son in February 1832, named John Cornelius Corbett.  

The family moved from New York to San Francisco some time prior to 1850 and settled in the Mission District. William 
served as an Assistant Alderman for the City and County of San Francisco from May 6, 1850 until May 1851. In the 
October 1852 California State Census William Corbett and his family were listed as living in San Francisco. William’s 
occupation was noted as “Justice of the Peace”. Per the 1852/1853 San Francisco Directory, William J.P. Corbett listed 
his residence as Mission Dolores. His son, John C. Corbett, worked as Deputy Clerk in a District Court for the City and 
County of San Francisco when Thomas Hayes was serving as County Clerk for the City and County of San Francisco in 
1855-1856.  

In the 1854 San Francisco Directory listing for Streets, there was an entry for Corbett Street running from Dolores Street 
to Mission Creek. Currently this is known as Seventeenth Street in the Mission District. In 1854 the area around Mission 
Dolores was rural farmland.  A Street was named after William J.P. Corbett most likely because he was a well-known 
Pioneer, Assistant Alderman, Justice of the Peace and physician that settled on land in the area near Mission Dolores. 

Per the 1860 United States Census, William J.P. Corbett listed his occupation as physician. On March 17, 1861 William 
J.P. Corbett died of apoplexy (stroke) at the home he was building on Albion Avenue in San Francisco. The home was 
located on Albion Avenue off of Center Street (Sixteenth Street) between Valencia and Guerrero Streets nearby the 
Young America Engine Company No. 13 (fire station) that was located on the northwest corner of Sixteenth Street and 
Albion Avenue. On July 8, 1864 John C. Corbett established a tap connection for domestic water at 4 Albion Avenue. The 
property and house were eventually deeded to Mary Ann Corbett the wife of John Cornelius Corbett. 

A September 9, 1901 San Francisco Call newspaper article attributes the naming of Corbett Street to the father of John 
C. Corbett. As noted above, William and Henrietta Corbett were the parents of John Cornelius Corbett. 

Over the years what had originally been called Corbett Street in the Mission District was changed to Seventeenth Street. 
Center Street was renamed Sixteenth Street and Falcon Street was renamed Eighteenth Street. As the City grew toward 
the west and Corbett Street was extended, the portion to the west of Market Street retained the name Corbett but was 
called Corbett Road. 

Prior to 1895 according to the San Francisco Directories Corbett Road was located between Clara Avenue extending 
south-west to Caselli Avenue. Starting in the 1895 San Francisco Directory, the name was changed to Corbett Avenue 
and Corbett Place. According to the 1895 San Francisco Directory, Corbett Avenue extended from Clara Avenue, 
between Seventeenth and Eighteenth Street, West to Ashbury Street and then South to Twenty-Sixth Street, then South-
West to Ocean Avenue. Corbett Place was located between Clara Avenue and Mars Street extending form Seventeenth 
Street to Corbett Avenue.  

The following pages contain the information and data that formed the basis of this historic research project.  

Additional information about the author can be found at the end of this article. 
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In 1850 Mr. Corbett was President of the Board of Assistant Aldermen in San Francisco: 
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1850 December 24 Daily Alta California Volume 2 Number 15 page 2 column 3 
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In October 1851 there is a mention of a Judge Corbett in the Court of Sessions: 

1851 October 18 Daily Alta California Volume 2 Number 310 page 2 column 5 
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In December 1851 William Corbett was appointed to be an executor for an estate being settled in probate court 
presided over by Judge Campbell. 

1851 December 6 Daily Alta California Volume 2 Number 359 page 2 column 5 
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Per the 1852-1853 San Francisco Directory there is a listing for a William J.P. Corbett: 
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1854 San Francisco Directory page 162 description of Corbett Street: 

 

 



9 
Robert F. Bailey © 

 

In December 1854 there Corbett Street is mentioned in the following newspaper article: 

1854 December 17 Daily Alta California Volume 5 Number 348 page 4 column 5 
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1856 San Francisco Colville’s Directory listing for Corbett Street: 
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1856 San Francisco Directory by Harris, Bogardus and Labatt: 
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1858 San Francisco Directory listings for Corbett: 
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1858 San Francisco Directory Corbett Street: 

 



15 
Robert F. Bailey © 

 

1858 Map of San Francisco  
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1861 March 18 Daily Alta California Volume 13 Number 4049 page 1 column 1: 
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1861 March 19 Daily Alta California Volume 13 Number 4050 page 4 column 4: 

 

 

1861 March 19 Sacramento Daily Union Volume XI Number 66 page 2 column 2: 
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1861 March 20 Daily National Democrat Volume 6 Number 32 page 3 column 3: 

 

 

1861 April 12 Sacramento Daily Union Volume 21 Number 2133 page 1 column 3 
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1860 San Francisco Directory page 427, Young America Engine Company: 

 

 

 

Per the 1861 San Francisco Directory page 362: 

 

 

Per the 1865 San Francisco Directory page 469: 
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1864 James Butler Map of San Francisco – Corbett Street with red box (now Seventeenth Street) 

 

Per the 1867 San Francisco Directory page 514: 

 

 

Per the 1868 San Francisco Directory page 596: 
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1869 George H. Goddard Map of San Francisco with Corbett Street/ Seventeenth Street 

 

Per the 1869 San Francisco Directory page 664 for Streets: 

 

 

 

Per the 1871 San Francisco Directory page 700 for Streets: 
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1873 Henry G. Langley Map of San Francisco with Seventeenth Street (Note Corbett Street name is not included) 

 

 

 

1881 A. L. Bancroft Map of San Francisco showing both Corbett Road and Seventeenth Street 
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Per the 1881 San Francisco Directory page 76: 

 

 

 

Per the 1883 San Francisco Directory page 114: 
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Per the 1885 San Francisco Directory page 106: 

 

Per the 1885 San Francisco Directory page 119: 
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Per the 1890 San Francisco Directory page 101: 

 

Per the 1891 San Francisco Directory page 108: 

 

Per the 1894 San Francisco Directory page 104: 

 

Per the 1895 San Francisco Directory page 107: 
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1901 September 8 San Francisco Call Volume 87 Number 100 page 7 column 7: 
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San Francisco Directories: 

Year 

1852/1853 William J.P. Corbett, Mission Dolores 

1854  San Francisco Street Directory page 162: Corbett Street from Dolores to Mission Creek 

1856 Colville’s San Francisco Directory: page 47John C. Corbett, Deputy Clerk, 4th District court, 10 City Hall, 2nd Floor 
Page 253: San Francisco Streets: Corbett Street form West side of Cannell Street between Buck and Center 
Streets 

1856  Harris, Bogardus and Labatt San Francisco Directory: page 39, John C. Corbett, Deputy Clerk 4th District court, 13  
               City Hall 
 Page 116: Corbett Street from Dolores to Mission Creek 
 
1858 page 97: William Corbett, physician, South side of Center Street Mission Dolores 
 John C. Corbett, conveyancer, etc. 93 Merchant Street, dwl. East side Folsom beyond the Toll Gate 
 Page 322: Physicians: William Corbett, Center Street Mission Dolores 
 Page 29: Street Directory: Corbett Street from West side of Cannell Street between Buck and Center Street 
 
1859 William Corbett, physician, dwl. North side of Center Street between Guerrero and Valencia; John C. Corbett, 

Supervisor 11th District, dwl. East side of Folsom between Ellen and Brown 
Page 325: Physicians: William Corbett, Center Street near Guerrero Street 
Page 292: Street Directory: Corbett Street Market Street to Mission Creek 

 
1860 Page 101: William Corbett, physician, dwl. North side of Center between Guerrero and Valencia; John C. Corbett, 

dwl. East side Folsom between Ellen and Brown 
Page 368: Physicians: William Corbett, Center Street near Guerrero Street 
Page 333: Street Directory: Corbett Street Market Street East to Mission Creek 
 

1861 Page 108: Mrs. William Corbett, dwl. North side Sixteenth Street between Guerrero and Valencia; John C. 
Corbett, real estate, NE corner Sixteenth and Harriet 
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About the Author: 

Robert F. Bailey is a fifth generation Californian and descendant of the Patrick and Catherine Corbett family and 
Jeremiah and Catherine Mahony families that settled in San Francisco in the late 1850’s. The Corbett Family settled in 
the Hayes Valley where they had a thriving livery stable business. Among Patrick and Catherine Corbett’s ten children 
were two well known sports figures: Gentleman Jim Corbett, who won and held the World Heavy Weight Boxing Title 
from 1892 to 1897, and, Robert’s great grandfather, Joe Corbett, who played professional baseball and pitched for the 
Baltimore Orioles and San Francisco Seals. Jeremiah Mahony and his brother John Mahony established Mahony Bros. 
Construction Company that built many of the historic buildings in San Francisco, including the Palace Hotel, St. Francis 
Hotel, Flood Building, Phelan Building and the Bank of California (Union Bank).  In 1899, Elizabeth “Lizzie” Mahony, 
daughter of Jeremiah and Catherine Mahony, married Joe Corbett, thereby uniting these two families. During his 
childhood, Robert’s family regularly visited his Corbett relatives in San Francisco. Many cherished hours were spent 
looking at the family photo albums and family heirlooms and listening to many family stories. These experiences instilled 
a deep interest in San Francisco history in him. He settled in San Francisco in 1988 and over the following 30 years 
worked as an engineer while also continuing to gather information about his San Francisco ancestors and their legacies. 
Among the many projects he worked on during his career as an engineer were the seismic retrofit and base isolation of 
San Francisco City Hall, Seismic Study and Evaluation of the Old San Francisco Mint and the design of the new San 
Francisco General Hospital.  It was through his pursuit of researching his family genealogy that he began to research 
other related topics of San Francisco history. He continues to research San Francisco history and its many infinitely 
fascinating facets. He has given presentations about his historic research of the Corbett family of the Hayes Valley, the 
amazing history of the Civil War Iron Clad monitor, the USS Comanche that protected San Francisco from 1865 until 
1898 and the Old San Francisco Mint, revealing its unique seismic resistant system and what really happened and how it 
survived the 1906 earthquake and fire.    

 


