History of Corbett Street, San Francisco
by Robert F. Bailey
March 1, 2021

Based on the following information, Corbett Street (later Road and Avenue) in San Francisco was named after William
J.P. Corbett, an Irish immigrant from County Cork, Ireland, who was born circa 1808. Prior to moving to California
William immigrated to New York. There he married a Swiss woman by the name of Henrietta (aka Harriet). While living
in New York they had a son in February 1832, named John Cornelius Corbett.

The family moved from New York to San Francisco some time prior to 1850 and settled in the Mission District. William
served as an Assistant Alderman for the City and County of San Francisco from May 6, 1850 until May 1851. In the
October 1852 California State Census William Corbett and his family were listed as living in San Francisco. William’s
occupation was noted as “Justice of the Peace”. Per the 1852/1853 San Francisco Directory, William J.P. Corbett listed
his residence as Mission Dolores. His son, John C. Corbett, worked as Deputy Clerk in a District Court for the City and
County of San Francisco when Thomas Hayes was serving as County Clerk for the City and County of San Francisco in
1855-1856.

In the 1854 San Francisco Directory listing for Streets, there was an entry for Corbett Street running from Dolores Street
to Mission Creek. Currently this is known as Seventeenth Street in the Mission District. In 1854 the area around Mission
Dolores was rural farmland. A Street was named after William J.P. Corbett most likely because he was a well-known
Pioneer, Assistant Alderman, Justice of the Peace and physician that settled on land in the area near Mission Dolores.

Per the 1860 United States Census, William J.P. Corbett listed his occupation as physician. On March 17, 1861 William
J.P. Corbett died of apoplexy (stroke) at the home he was building on Albion Avenue in San Francisco. The home was
located on Albion Avenue off of Center Street (Sixteenth Street) between Valencia and Guerrero Streets nearby the
Young America Engine Company No. 13 (fire station) that was located on the northwest corner of Sixteenth Street and
Albion Avenue. On July 8, 1864 John C. Corbett established a tap connection for domestic water at 4 Albion Avenue. The
property and house were eventually deeded to Mary Ann Corbett the wife of John Cornelius Corbett.

A September 9, 1901 San Francisco Call newspaper article attributes the naming of Corbett Street to the father of John
C. Corbett. As noted above, William and Henrietta Corbett were the parents of John Cornelius Corbett.

Over the years what had originally been called Corbett Street in the Mission District was changed to Seventeenth Street.
Center Street was renamed Sixteenth Street and Falcon Street was renamed Eighteenth Street. As the City grew toward
the west and Corbett Street was extended, the portion to the west of Market Street retained the name Corbett but was
called Corbett Road.

Prior to 1895 according to the San Francisco Directories Corbett Road was located between Clara Avenue extending
south-west to Caselli Avenue. Starting in the 1895 San Francisco Directory, the name was changed to Corbett Avenue
and Corbett Place. According to the 1895 San Francisco Directory, Corbett Avenue extended from Clara Avenue,
between Seventeenth and Eighteenth Street, West to Ashbury Street and then South to Twenty-Sixth Street, then South-
West to Ocean Avenue. Corbett Place was located between Clara Avenue and Mars Street extending form Seventeenth
Street to Corbett Avenue.

The following pages contain the information and data that formed the basis of this historic research project.

Additional information about the author can be found at the end of this article.

Robert F. Bailey ©



In 1850 Mr. Corbett was President of the Board of Assistant Aldermen in San Francisco:
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In the foregoing pages there is presented so full a history of
the operations and condition of the various Departments of the
City and County Government for the fiscal year ending June
B0th, 1862, that but a briel space will be devoted to a compar-
ison with the expenditures of preceding years, with reference to
which it should be borne in mind that so rapid has been the
growth of San Francisco in population and wealth, and so mea-
gre in many respects are the official records of early years that

no perfect or full comparative statement can be compiled.

The records of the local government prior to 1250 unfortu-
nately are very imperfect, and but little valuable information
can be derived from them in regard to the expenditures of that
period. From a report of Benj. L. Berry, City Controller in
1250, there is obtained the following statement of expenditures

made by authority of

THE AYUNTAMIENTO,
From August 1at, 1849, to May Sth, 1850,

For repair and construction of various

Streets and Landing Places......... 897,952 06
For construction of Pacifie Street

WHALE 1vveraereensesennnresssnssensnneees 20,180 13

Carried forward......... $127,141 19

Robert F. Bailey ©



COMMON coUuNeCiL, 1850 To 1852, 273

MEMBERS OF THE COMMON COUNCIL, 1850 TO 1856.

May Gth, 1550, to May, 1551.
BOARD OF ALDERMEN.

Wm. Greene, President, C. V. Stewart,

Chas, Minturn, F. W. Macondray, M. L. Mott,

David Gillespie, A. A. Selover, W. M. Burgoyne,
John B. Bispham, C'lerk.

ROARD OF ASSISTANT ALDERMEN.,

A. Bartol, President, J. P. Van Ness,
J. Maynard, (. T. Botts, [William Corbett,]
W. Sharon, L. T. Wilson, A. Morris,

W. A. Grover, Clerk.

—

May, 1851, te December 29, 1551,

HOARD OF ALDERMEN.

R. 8. Dorr, President, (ieorge Endicott,
E. L. Morgan, A. C. Labatt, Wm. Greene,
C. L. Ross, James Grant, C. M. K. Paulison,

E. A. Edgerton, Clerk.

BOARD OF ASE[STANT ALDEEMEN,

Jos. F. Atwill, President, Q. 8. Sparks,
T. H. Selby, Jos. Galloway, W. W. Parker,
H. Meiggs, Wm. D. Conrade, Jas. Graves,

Robert C. Page, Clerk,

December, 1851, to November, 1852,

BOARD OF ALDERMEN.
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1850 December 24 Daily Alta California Volume 2 Number 15 page 2 column 3

-
Commmon Counacil,

Boarp oF AvpErRMEN—There being no quorum in this

RO il # Rt B EVRAN .ﬂ.llllrﬂlll III‘I Bmil'l-l.. Irs. ¥
Grunt, Green, Sharron und Van Ness were
rese

: hm petition was received from McGlyon & Grant, |

wiking remuneration for u building destroyed by fire in Se

ber last—referred to Committee on Fire and Water, William |

B, Poek and Poter Norton petitioned to be appointed Keepers
of the City H phy -

. n"f.“‘"' ¢, Moryis—~A commuuication was received
from Mr. lqu:{ul Morris, resigiing his seat in the Board of

Agsistant Aldermen, ‘Phe resignoslion was accepted.
Sularies.—Mr, Vun Ness ofleced an ordinance providing that
each Alderman snd Assistunt Alderman recive a salury of

per annum,
A This ¢ created some discussion, Mr, Bartol and Mr.
Corbett g the Lill, and Mr, Grant opposing it.  In the

course of argunent, Mr, Corbeit said that the ofilee had beeu
ui expense of about $20U, for horse hire, ete, He lived ut the
Mission, and was compelled o keep a horse,  Mr, Graut warned
the gentlemun that there would be woother meetiog i the

square.

The bill was passed finally by the followiag vote :

Ayes—Messrs, Bartol, Green, Van Ness, sharron, and Cor-
bett. Nay——Mr. Grant. .

Payment of Contractors—An ordinance was reud, providing
that uld sudited balls fur work done en streels should bear iote-
rest ot the rate of Lhree per cent, per moath, und be receivable
for city dues,  Laid over o uext meeling,

Keeper of the City Hall —'The ordivance creating the office

"lof Keeper of the City Hall was referred to the Committee on

Finunes,
Election to fill Facancies—~The resolution providing for an

eloction to Gl vacuucies i the Boatd of Aldermen, was laid |

over (o the next meeting,
From the Mayor —A communicstion was received from the
Mayor signifying his vaul ol the ordinsuce authorizing

the President of the Bourd of Aidermen to sign the deed of

trust, and the ordinance authorizing the city atioruey to deed
the city wharves,

steward of the ﬂ{. : requesting an appropriation for
hospital supplies, Thereupou Mr. Bartol introduced an ordi-

pital, and to provide means o conduet the establishiment—the
comptrobler w furiish certificates upon bills presented for sup-
Nurnished the hospital—the certificates to bear iuterest

o be received o paymenst of Luxes, sed.

The Street Commissioners~-A resolution 1o assume u judg-
ment obtulned agaiust the sireel commissioner was referred
thie committoe on fnance,

Adjourued to Friday eveuing next.

board lust evening at & o'clock, an adjournment was had until ||
Friday evening.
| BoimD oF ASSISTANT ALDERMEN.—At the mectiug of the |

City Hospital —A communication was received from the |

naned q:'propriutlng £10,000 10 meet the lisbilities of' the hos- |

ut the rate of 3 per cent per month, payable in six wouths, and |
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In October 1851 there is a mention of a Judge Corbett in the Court of Sessions:

1851 October 18 Daily Alta California Volume 2 Number 310 page 2 column 5
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In December 1851 William Corbett was appointed to be an executor for an estate being settled in probate court
presided over by Judge Campbell.

1851 December 6 Daily Alta California Volume 2 Number 359 page 2 column 5
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Per the 1852-1853 San Francisco Directory there is a listing for a William J.P. Corbett:
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1854 San Francisco Directory page 162 description of Corbett Street:
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In December 1854 there Corbett Street is mentioned in the following newspaper article:

1854 December 17 Daily Alta California Volume 5 Number 348 page 4 column 5
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1856 San Francisco Colville’s Directory listing for Corbett Street:
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1856 San Francisco Directory by Harris, Bogardus and Labatt:
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1858 San Francisco Directory listings for Corbett:
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1858 San Francisco Directory Corbett Street:
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1858 Map of San Francisco
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1861 March 18 Daily Alta California Volume 13 Number 4049 page 1 column 1:

Desrz or Dr Corserr.—Dr. William Corbett,
av old Pioneer, and for several years a well known
resident of the Mission Dolores, was found dead in

16
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1861 March 19 Daily Alta California Volume 13 Number 4050 page 4 column 4:

L

Congress, in for jog theOverlund Mail by

z |ng of the Southern Bonte.

the unlawfal publication of the testimony and
ficts of erime. Keferred to the Judiciary ‘

T W e ome s mm

- = e

lgn Sprurday mbroing Jo o kovse -

the Uentral Hoote instead of the Soathern
Route, uﬂmwmlm

Mr. Blair presented 'a subetitute l'uﬂﬁiou

fuvoring o daily mail by the Southern roule sa |

well as that over the Ceotral. Sabstitute ag-

ceplad and adopted.
Mr. Hunter introduced sn Act to prevend

Compittes. 77 T H LT 1R

Sennte bill to amend ihe Ewcﬂmtntn Con-
solidagion Agt, presed, |

The Doughas cances, m:nl} thrée mémbers
being present, pomipated Dr. Tilden, of Butte
county, for Resideot Physician, sod Dr. A, O.
Mork, of Plecerville, for Visiting Pb;llci*r
| of State Insane Asylom,

Haw Frawcraon, March 181h.

A fire broke oot in the Ban Franeiseo
mld.r;. on Post strect, bolween Taylor aed
Hnwu. about ten o'clock, oo Saterdwy night,
y | 8pd three houses wero consomed.  The loss i@
| eatimated at §5,000. Fartly iosared,

Bt. Patrick’'s Day was cclebrated bhand- |
| somely. -

A diggipatid man was found desd in his beed

streel, pear Stockion. [

-

E
o

| dead in his bod oo Suoday nmmg,‘ ¥

Dr. William Oorbett, & pative of Cork,|
Treland, sged 53, ood oo old piogetr, was found |

3

-]

. Daptain Gibson addresscd the Dashaways
o | Inst evening, nod was baodsomely received.

17
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1861 March 20 Daily National Democrat Volume 6 Number 32 page 3 column 3:
|

SuppeEN Deatu o De, Conpiry,.—De, Wil-
linm Corbelt, gavs the S, I9, 1|.r|'.u.-:1 was found
dead in his room at his residence near th
Mi=sion Dolores, sunday morning, about six |
o'cloek, 1le waa buildine a new houze, nni
while waitine s 1*--|1|]-'|--F'|u1| e |.1|-|"1I~"|-.i the
old one, which i2 next the Youne Amersiea
I |rn I[Eu'u Bt '-|I.‘|‘|]-‘ ."IF-"'. "nj'|'|"‘1 r:.;' et
colivenienee .-.r||? atn fiend’s house, There
was consequently noone in the house with
L at f|n'1'| I‘l' |1.'|.‘.~1 death, The decenziod
hoad been dri ne freely for s '|.-|.|1|.-] 19!
O Saturd |_'|. night he went home aliogt 11
o'clock, and retived to bed,  His wife went
I[u e yesid ‘.'-]'4_‘-' LLEERE |-!1-:_f-'!!‘i | tln-:llt.i .'.im |1.'.|'--_-r
dead on the Aoor at the stide ol the bed, [e
i had been  threatened several times before

willcerebial ;'.;'rt"l']s'x:.‘, which was the cansze

|

of Lis death,
|

1861 April 12 Sacramento Daily Union Volume 21 Number 2133 page 1 column 3

B Mr. SHEARP—AnR Act to authorize Henrletta Ocr-
.mmnhnu.aommwmmtur
Willlam deceased, to sell the real estate of the
deceased at ate sale. Referred to the Judiclary

18
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1860 San Francisco Directory page 427, Young America Engine Company:

Per the 1861 San Francisco Directory page 362:

Per the 1865 San Francisco Directory page 469:
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1864 James Butler Map of San Francisco — Corbett Street with red box (now Seventeenth Street)

Per the 1867 San Francisco Directory page 514:

Per the 1868 San Francisco Directory page 596:

Corbett, (now Seven-
teenth) W s Harrison bet
Sixteenth and Eighteenth
W to Douglass

20
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1869 George H. Goddard Map of San Francisco with Corbett Street/ Seventeenth Street

Per the 1869 San Francisco Directory page 664 for Streets:

Corbett, (now Seven-
teenth) W s Harrison bet
Sixteenth and Eighteenth
W to Douglass

Per the 1871 San Francisco Directory page 700 for Streets:

Corbett, (now Seven-
teenth) W 8 Harrison bet
- Sixteenth and Eighteenth
W to Douglass
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1873 Henry G. Langley Map of San Francisco with Seventeenth Street (Note Corbett Street name is not included)

1881 A. L. Bancroft Map of San Francisco showing both Corbett Road and Seventeenth Street
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Per the 1881 San Francisco Directory page 76:

Per the 1883 San Francisco Directory page 114:
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Per the 1885 San Francisco Directory page 106:

Per the 1885 San Francisco Directory page 119:

24

Robert F. Bailey ©



Per the 1890 San Francisco Directory page 101:

Corbett Road, fm Clara
av SW to Caselli av,

Per the 1891 San Francisco Directory page 108:

Per the 1894 San Francisco Directory page 104:

Per the 1895 San Francisco Directory page 107:
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1901 September 8 San Francisco Call Volume 87 Number 100 page 7 column 7:
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San Francisco Directories:

Year

1852/1853 William J.P. Corbett, Mission Dolores

1854

1856

1856

1858

1859

1860

1861

San Francisco Street Directory page 162: Corbett Street from Dolores to Mission Creek

Colville’s San Francisco Directory: page 47John C. Corbett, Deputy Clerk, 4™ District court, 10 City Hall, 2" Floor
Page 253: San Francisco Streets: Corbett Street form West side of Cannell Street between Buck and Center
Streets

Harris, Bogardus and Labatt San Francisco Directory: page 39, John C. Corbett, Deputy Clerk 4™ District court, 13
City Hall

Page 116: Corbett Street from Dolores to Mission Creek

page 97: William Corbett, physician, South side of Center Street Mission Dolores

John C. Corbett, conveyancer, etc. 93 Merchant Street, dwl. East side Folsom beyond the Toll Gate

Page 322: Physicians: William Corbett, Center Street Mission Dolores

Page 29: Street Directory: Corbett Street from West side of Cannell Street between Buck and Center Street

William Corbett, physician, dwl. North side of Center Street between Guerrero and Valencia; John C. Corbett,
Supervisor 11™ District, dwl. East side of Folsom between Ellen and Brown
Page 325: Physicians: William Corbett, Center Street near Guerrero Street
Page 292: Street Directory: Corbett Street Market Street to Mission Creek

Page 101: William Corbett, physician, dwl. North side of Center between Guerrero and Valencia; John C. Corbett,
dwl. East side Folsom between Ellen and Brown

Page 368: Physicians: William Corbett, Center Street near Guerrero Street

Page 333: Street Directory: Corbett Street Market Street East to Mission Creek

Page 108: Mrs. William Corbett, dwl. North side Sixteenth Street between Guerrero and Valencia; John C.
Corbett, real estate, NE corner Sixteenth and Harriet

27
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About the Author:

Robert F. Bailey is a fifth generation Californian and descendant of the Patrick and Catherine Corbett family and
Jeremiah and Catherine Mahony families that settled in San Francisco in the late 1850’s. The Corbett Family settled in
the Hayes Valley where they had a thriving livery stable business. Among Patrick and Catherine Corbett’s ten children
were two well known sports figures: Gentleman Jim Corbett, who won and held the World Heavy Weight Boxing Title
from 1892 to 1897, and, Robert’s great grandfather, Joe Corbett, who played professional baseball and pitched for the
Baltimore Orioles and San Francisco Seals. Jeremiah Mahony and his brother John Mahony established Mahony Bros.
Construction Company that built many of the historic buildings in San Francisco, including the Palace Hotel, St. Francis
Hotel, Flood Building, Phelan Building and the Bank of California (Union Bank). In 1899, Elizabeth “Lizzie” Mahony,
daughter of Jeremiah and Catherine Mahony, married Joe Corbett, thereby uniting these two families. During his
childhood, Robert’s family regularly visited his Corbett relatives in San Francisco. Many cherished hours were spent
looking at the family photo albums and family heirlooms and listening to many family stories. These experiences instilled
a deep interest in San Francisco history in him. He settled in San Francisco in 1988 and over the following 30 years
worked as an engineer while also continuing to gather information about his San Francisco ancestors and their legacies.
Among the many projects he worked on during his career as an engineer were the seismic retrofit and base isolation of
San Francisco City Hall, Seismic Study and Evaluation of the Old San Francisco Mint and the design of the new San
Francisco General Hospital. It was through his pursuit of researching his family genealogy that he began to research
other related topics of San Francisco history. He continues to research San Francisco history and its many infinitely
fascinating facets. He has given presentations about his historic research of the Corbett family of the Hayes Valley, the
amazing history of the Civil War Iron Clad monitor, the USS Comanche that protected San Francisco from 1865 until
1898 and the Old San Francisco Mint, revealing its unique seismic resistant system and what really happened and how it
survived the 1906 earthquake and fire.
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