
Between	 the	 year-end	 holidays	 and	 three	 weeks	 of	 atmospheric
rivers,	 there	was	 little	neighborhood	news	 to	 report	 so	we	did	not
burden	your	 in-box.	Here’s	a	recap	of	the	past	and	some	notes	on
the	future:
	
SFMTA.	 In	early	 January	CHN	sent	an	email	only	 to	paid-up	CHN
members	advising	 them	that	 the	Board	had	voted	unanimously	 to
oppose	 SFMTA’s	 proposal	 to	 eliminate	 all	 “flag	 stops”	 in	 the	 City,
including	 the	 many	 on	 Corbett	 Avenue	 that	 would	 effectively
eliminate	 about	 20	 parking	 spots.	 We	 invited	 comments.	 And	 we
received	 them!	 On	 the	 process,	 we	 are	 enormously	 grateful	 to
those	 who	 emailed	 us.	 A	 majority	 supported	 our	 decision.	 Those
who	opposed	were	uniformly	polite	and	thoughtful	 in	expressing	a
contrary	opinion,	confirming	yet	again	that	we	are	fortunate	to	live
in	a	neighborhood	whose	residents	are	engaged,	civil,	and	unified	in
seeking	 to	 enhance	 and	 improve	 our	 lives	 here.	 There	 is	 nothing
more	 to	 report	on	 this,	 as	SFMTA	has	not	 scheduled	any	hearings
yet.	We	will	keep	you	posted.
	
Al’s	Park.	Margaret	has	scheduled	one	or	our	periodic	clean-
ups	 of	 Al’s	 Park	 on	 Corbett,	 just	 below	 Clayton,	 for	 this
Saturday	February	4	between	10	a.m.	and	noon.	 Volunteers
for	 the	 typically	 fun	 time	 need	 only	 bring	 gloves.	 We	 hope	 to	 see
you	there!
	
Vandalism.	 Although	 many	 of	 us	 who	 live	 in	 the	 neighborhood
might	not	often	drive	by	it	to	see	it,	the	wall	on	Market	Street	at	the
foot	of	 Corbett	 Slope	 has,	 again,	been	 desecrated	 (if	 a	 green	 wall
can	be	so	victimized)	by	a	crazed	graffiti	vandal;	we	don’t	call	them
artists.	This	time,	the	entire	length	of	the	wall	has	been	painted	in
swoops	and	swirls.	Leslie	has	already	called	it	in	to	311.	Because	of
the	hundreds	of	thousands	of	311	reports	on	graffiti,	the	City	has	a
large	 team	 to	 attend	 to	 these	 sorts	 of	 things.	 Not	 unlike	 the
perpetual	painting	of	the	Golden	Gate	Bridge.
	
Camping.	We	recently	had	a	tent	camper	put	down	stakes	in	the
Ord	 Triangle	 Park.	 Thanks	 to	 Maryann,	 other	 CHN	 members,	 and
Park	 Station	 the	 tent	 is	 out	 of	 the	 park	 but	 not	 out	 of	 the
neighborhood;	 currently,	 it	 is	 on	 a	 nearby	 sidewalk	 and,
unfortunately,	 attracting	 friends	 and	 now	 chairs.	 These	 situations
have	 become	 even	 more	 difficult	 to	 manage	 since	 a	 Federal
Magistrate	 Judge	 in	 Oakland	 barred	 the	 City	 from	 moving
encampments	 unless	 the	 City	 has	 facilities	 to	 house	 the	 entire
homeless	population,	something	we	don’t	have	and	no	other	city	or
county	 in	 the	state	or	country	 is	subject	 to.	The	City	Attorney	has
appealed	 the	 magistrate’s	 order.	 But	 in	 the	 meantime,	 it	 is
increasingly	 difficult	 to	 have	 tents	 removed	 from	 public	 spaces.
Nonetheless,	 we	 are	 alert	 to	 these	 issues	 and	 are	 doing	 our	 best
trying	to	get	help	from	relevant	authorities.
	
Castro	Theatre.	 The	 Historic	 Preservation	 Commission	 hearing
this	 Wednesday	 February	 1	 has	 on	 its	 agenda	 the	 matter	 of	 the
Castro	 theatre	 and	 whether	 to	 designate	 more	 of	 the	 interior	 as
worthy	 of	 protected	 status.	 As	 you	 will	 recall,	 Another	 Planet
Entertainment	 had	 proposed	 removing	 the	 seats	 and	 replacing
same	 with	 three	 tiered	 decks	 that	 could	 accommodate	 both
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standing	 patrons	 as	 well	 as	 stackable,	 removable	 chairs.	 APE
recently	announced	a	 revised	plan	that	a	calls	 for	a	variant,	using
motorized	 platforms	 and	 a	 raked	 pattern.
https://www.castrotheatre.com/castro-theatre-preservation/	 In	 its
materials	 for	 this	 Wednesday’s	 meeting,	 staff	 proposes	 that	 the
Historic	 Preservation	 Commission	 recommend	 to	 the	 Board	 of
Supervisors	 that	 it	amend	the	Landmark	Designation	“…to	 include
both	 exterior	 and	 interior	 character	 defining	 features,	 and	 to
capture	 the	 property’s	 full	 historical	 significance.”	 (Executive
Summary,	 p.2)	 Relevant	 to	 APE’s	 plans,	 the	 Executive	 Summary
specifically	 calls	 out	 “…the	 distinctive	 configuration	 of	 the	 seats,
aisles,	 raked	 floor	 and	 stage	 [that]	 are	 linked	 to	 the	 theatre’s
cultural	 identity	 as	 the	 setting	 where	 notable	 directors,	 actors,
musicians,	 writers,	 community	 leaders	 and	 more	 have	 made
substantive	 contributions	 to	 LGBTQ	 community	 building.”
(Executive	Summary,	p.	5)	The	attached	Landmark	Designation	Fact
Sheet	(p.	4)	as	well	as	the	ordinance	proposed	for	adoption	by	the
Board	of	Supervisors	identifies	“(D)	Vast	interior	auditorium	volume
with	 raked	 floor,	 aisles,	 and	 presence	 of	 seating.”	 Sec.	 4(c)(2)(D).
The	 Fact	 Sheet	 declares	 that	 “The	 seating	 constitutes	 a	 defining
characteristic	of	the	space….”	(Fact	Sheet,	p.	31.)
The	 full	 report	 is	 here:	 https://citypln-m-
extnl.sfgov.org/Commissions/HPC/2_1_2023/Commission
Packet/2022-006075DES.pdf	 Assuming	 the	 HPC	 adopts	 staff’s
recommendation	 and	 the	 proposed	 ordinance	 becomes	 law,	 we
leave	to	others	to	determine	if	any	of	APE’s	proposed	modifications
would	comply	with	the	new	ordinance.
	
Police	 Commission	 Traffic	 Order.	 As	 publicly	 reported,	 in
early	 January	 the	 Police	 Commission	 adopted	 a	 substantially
modified	 version	 of	 a	 general	 order	 that	 would	 bar	 SFPD	 from
stopping	 in	 connection	 with	 9	 traffic	 infractions.	 That	 draft	 is	 now
the	subject	of	negotiations	with	the	police	union,	which	has	limited
legal	authority	to	change	it.	Most	but	not	all	of	the	prohibited	stops
are	“non-moving”	violations.	Incidentally,	we	hear	via	the	grapevine
that	 at	 least	 one	 SFPD	 District	 Office	 Commanding	 Officer	 has
already	implemented	the	order	even	though	it	is	not	final.	For	those
interested	 in	 learning	 more,	 the	 order	 is	 here:
https://sf.gov/sites/default/files/2023-01/DGO
9.07_01.11.23_clean_FINAL.pdf
	
The	“Housing	Element.”	Readers	of	the	local	news	will	know
that	the	Board	of	Supervisors	earlier	this	month	endorsed	a	general
plan	 that	contains	a	“housing	element”	 that	under	state	 law	must
be	updated	every	eight	years.	The	2022	plan,	which	was	 released
by	 the	 Planning	 Department	 on	 December	 15,	 2022	 and	 runs	 to
2800	 pages	 with	 exhibits,	 serves	 as	 the	 City’s	 development	 road
map	 and,	 in	 the	 process,	 accommodates	 the	 creation	 of	 82,000
units	 by	 2031	 (56%	 affordable),	 this	 a	 target	 set	 by	 State	 and
Regional	 agencies.	 Next	 will	 be	 proposed	 specific	 amendments	 to
the	 City	 code	 in	 the	 form	 of	 planning	 and	 zoning	 changes	 to
execute	 the	 plan.	 In	 the	 summary	 words	 of	 the	 Plan:	 “The	 City	 is
shifting	 towards	 small	 and	 mid-rise	 housing	 for	 our	 diverse
communities	 across	 all	 neighborhoods,	 particularly	 along	 transit
corridors,	 to	expand	housing	choice.”	Expect	hearings	 this	year	 to
adopt	said	up-zoning.
	
As	always,	thank	you	for	your	support!
	

In	the	meantime,	you	can	contact	us	at:
info@corbettneighbors.com
	
Paul	Allen,	Secretary
January	26,	2023
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