
This	update	is	being	sent	only	to	paid	CHN	members.
	
In	light	of	the	high	neighborhood	interest	in	Castro	street	conditions
and	 our	 last	 Alert,	 we	 wanted	 to	 update	 you	 now,	 rather	 than
waiting	 until	 our	 next	 newsletter,	 on	 the	 results	 of	 the	 Friday
evening,	October	28	meeting	in	the	Castro	with	city	officials.
	
The	meeting	was	arranged	by	the	Castro	Merchants	group	working
with	Supervisor	Mandelman’s	office.	The	gathering	was	held	Friday
evening	at	5:00	p.m.	at	Jane	Warner	Plaza.	In	attendance	from	the
city:	 3	 SFPD	police	 captains,	 including	 the	Commanding	Officer	 of
Mission	Station	 (one	of	 the	other	 captains	 in	attendance	 is	 a	CHN
member);	 Dr.	 Grant	 Colfax	 from	 the	 Health	 Department;	 the
Assistant	 D.A.	 who	 manages	 the	 collaborative	 courts	 process	 for
that	 office	 (and	 who,	 incidentally,	 lives	 in	 the	 neighborhood);
representatives	 from	 the	 Healthy	 Streets	 team;	 Supervisor
Mandelman;	 one	of	 the	Castro	 street	 ambassadors	 (more	on	 that,
below);	 and	 a	 few	 other	 city	 employees.	 Dave	 Karraker	 of	 Castro
Merchants	chaired	the	gathering.	Others	 in	attendance	were	other
Castro	 merchants;	 the	 president	 of	 the	 Duboce	 Triangle
neighborhood	association;	CHN	(Bill	Holtzman	and	Paul	Allen);	and
one	or	two	neighbors.	The	meeting	lasted	about	90	minutes.
	
We	were	encouraged	by	what	we	heard.	Here	are	the	highlights:
	
-	Dr.	Colfax	said	that	drug	treatment	is	available	“on	demand.”
	
-	 Particularly	 within	 the	 last	 30	 days,	 i.e.	 since	 the	 Castro
Merchants’	 letter	 to	 the	 city,	 a	 coordinated	 effort	 has	 been
implemented	 involving	 SFPD,	 the	 Health	 Department,	 and	 the
Healthy	Streets	Operations	Team	(HSOT)	to	identify,	prioritize,	and
manage	 the	 approximately	 25	 known	 individuals	who	 are	 causing
the	problems	in	the	Castro.	Some	have	mental	issues,	others	drugs,
some	both;	some	homeless;	others	scofflaws.	Depending	upon	the
person’s	issue,	as	well	as	the	problems	they	have	caused,	they	can
be	managed	differently.	The	essential	point	is	that	they	are	known
and	 identified,	 with	 the	 goal	 being	 to	 manage	 appropriately.
Citations	are	an	option.		As	Supervisor	Mandelman	warned,	this	will
take	time.

-	 The	 Commanding	 Officer	 at	 Mission	 station	 —	 the	 core	 of	 the
Castro	 is	within	Mission	 station’s	 police	district	—	 said	 that	 this	 is
the	first	such	coordinated	effort	within	D-8.		(The	northwest	side	of
Market	Street	is	within	Park	Station's	boundaries.)

-	HSOT	has	one	or	more	individuals	on-site	in	the	Castro,	although	it
is	not	clear	how	often	and	for	how	long	during	the	day	or	night.	Still,
this	is	a	significant	new	resource.	Soon,	HSOT	employees	will	be	in
uniform.		More	importantly,	three	street	“ambassadors”	have	been
assigned	 to	 the	 Castro,	 and	 a	 request	 for	 two	 or	 three	more	 has
been	made.	 Importantly,	 some	 of	 these	 individuals	will	 be	 former
SFPD	officers.	 Indeed,	 the	one	on	duty	 last	 night	was	 formerly	 an
SFPD	sergeant.	Given	SFPD’s	staffing	shortage	(currently	down	500
officers)	these	folks	can	serve	some	of	the	functions	of	beat	officers
—	at	least	by	making	timely	police	reports	(see	the	last	bullet	point)
and	observing	behavior.
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-	The	Mission	Station	Commanding	Officer	 said	 that	 the	 frequency
of	 car	 patrols	 has	 increased	 and	 that	 some	 foot	 patrols	 have
resumed	as	well.

-	 SFPD,	 the	 Assistant	 District	 Attorney,	 and	 the	 HSOT
representatives	 all	 emphasized	 how	 important	 it	 is	 for	 citizens	 to
file	 police	 reports	 for	 reportable	 behavior.	 The	 reasons	 should	 be
obvious,	but	one	reason	 is	 that	D.A.	 Jenkins	 is	on	record	declaring
that	five	misdemeanor	citations	will	yield	prosecution.	Beyond	this,
if	 reports	 are	 not	 made,	 then	 to	 SFPD	 and	 the	 city	 at	 large,
statistically	 no	 crime	 has	 been	 committed.	 And,	 the	 officers
repeatedly	 emphasized	 that	 threatening	 behavior	 warrants	 a	 911
call,	with	the	caller	being	urged	to	report	with	specificity	the	nature
of	 the	 threat	 so	 that	 the	 call	 can	 be	 properly	 coded.	 Other
transgressions,	such	as	for	example	drug	use	in	front	of	Walgreens,
should	 also	 be	 reported,	 although	 that	 	 could	 go	 to	 the	 non-
emergency	police	number	(415-553-0123).
	
We	 should	 thank	 the	Castro	Merchants	 association	 for	 demanding
action.	 And,	 thanks	 as	 well	 to	 SFPD,	 the	 D.A.’s	 office,	 the	 Health
Department,	 HSOT,	 Supervisor	 Mandelman’s	 office	 and	 others	 for
tackling	 this	 problem	 in	 what	 appears	 to	 us	 to	 be	 a	 more
coordinated	and	thoughtful	way.	Will	conditions	improve?	We’ll	see.
	

In	the	meantime,	you	can	contact	us	at:
info@corbettneighbors.com
	
Paul	Allen,	Secretary
October	30,	2022

Thank	you	for	your	support	and	interest	in	enhancing	the	character
of	our	neighborhood.

	

This	email	was	sent	to	{{	contact.EMAIL	}}
You	received	this	email	because	you	are	registered	with	Corbett	Heights	Neighbors

(CHN)
	

Unsubscribe	here
	

	

©	2022	Corbett	Heights	Neibors	(CHN)

file:///var/www/html/public/%7B%7B%20unsubscribe%20%7D%7D
https://www.sendinblue.com/?utm_source=logo_mailin&utm_campaign=3ea6959e3fd80fd6c0e1575e8c600285&utm_medium=email

